Guidelines for being a Research Assistant

in the Patricelli Lab.

May 2007, updated June 2009

Thank you for your interest in our lab!  We depend on the help of many hardworking students to conduct our research.  To make your experience here valuable for all of us, please follow the guidelines below.

First, some DOs and DON’Ts:

1. We have a lot of cool (and costly) equipment in this lab, so please keep the lab door locked at all times.  If the door is unlocked, please pay attention if someone unfamiliar enters the lab.

2. You will receive a key for the lab door.  Please return it to the EVE office when you no longer need it.  Not only will you get your key deposit back, we will also have keys available for other assistants or visitors to the lab.

3. Please let us know immediately if you are experiencing problems with any of the computers or other equipment.  We need to know about these problems ASAP.

4. Frequently we will need to contact our research assistants about equipment issues, scheduling issues, or changes/clarifications to protocols.  Therefore it is critical that you provide us with an email address that you check regularly.  We will also send you information that is beneficial to you, such as our optional lab meetings, other lectures on campus, etc. We also expect you to have access to our googledocs schedule and UCD Smartsite.
5. Please ASK US if you are ever unsure about what you are supposed to do.  This project is still new enough that we are continuing to discover modifications and improvements to our procedures.  We greatly appreciate it when our assistants catch these issues.  Also, for obvious reasons, it is important that everyone working on a given project follows the protocol in the same way, so that we can have confidence in the quality of the data you are collecting.

6. Similar to #1, please do not bring visitors into the lab without first clearing it with Gail, Alan, or Jessica.

7. At the end of every quarter, please be prepared to give us a brief summary of your progress as well as notes on what remains to be done on your project. 

8. Please make sure you understand the safety information in the lab, and sign the relevant forms.  Most of the emergency information is posted by the door.  Ask someone (Gail, Alan, or a graduate student) if you have questions.

To make your experience here as valuable to you as possible…

1. We encourage you to come to our lab meetings, since they provide an informal setting for you to hear about research going on both inside and outside of the lab.  These are completely optional, and we apologize if we can’t schedule these at a convenient time for everyone.

2. Your day to day work in the lab will make more sense the more you know about the birds, so please don’t hesitate to ask us anything about the sage-grouse!

3. Your fellow assistants make great resources if you want advice on other courses to take at Davis. Please do not be afraid to get to know them!

4. The first priority of use for the shared computers is research, but if they are not in use, you are welcome to use them.  

5. We are more than happy to talk with you about job opportunities in biology, graduate school, and so on.  We can help point you towards career-related resources that we have found helpful in the past, or suggest people to contact if you want to work in a certain area or on a particular research question.

I understand and agree to the above guidelines.

Printed Name:__________________________

Signature:__________________________

Date:_________________________________

